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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /019W 

070545 211506Z/43 

R 211015Z MAR 78 
FM AMCONSUL CASABLANCA 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5371 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL CASABLANCA 0392 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BTRA, MO 

SUB J : VISIT OF MOROCCAN TRADE DELEGATION TO U.S. 

REF: USDOC 3965 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE HAVE HAD FURTHER CONVERSATION WITH MR. HASSAN 
YACOUBI-SOUSSANE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE MOROCCAN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. ABOUT TIMING OF PROPOSED VISIT 
OF MOROCCAN TRADE DELEGATION TO U.S. HE REITERATED 
MOROCCAN S DESIRE NOT RPT NOT TO BE PART OF THE COMBINED 
ARAB DELEGATION, DESPITE HIGH LEVEL COURTESIES WHICH 
DELEGATION MAY BE OFFERED. MOROCCANS CONTINUE TO PREFER 
MAY 13-27 TIME FRAME; A NUMBER OF MEMBERS FIND THAT 

JUNE MISSION WOULD CONFLICT WITH OTHER COMMITMENTS. 

ACCORDINGLY WE WILL PROCEED ON ASSUMPTION THAT THESE DATES 
ARE FINAL. 

2. FYI: MOROCCANS FRANKLY ARE LEERY OF TOO CLOSE IDENTI- 
FICATION WITH LARGER ARAB MISSION IN THEIR TRIP TO 

U.S. THE FEAR THAT THEY WILL BE LOST IN THE SHUFFLE 
AS JUST ANOTHER ARAB COUNTRY, AND A POOR ONE (I.E. 

WITHOUT OIL) AT THAT. IN THE PAST THEY HAVE FELT THAT 
THEY ALWAYS COME OUT ON THE SHORT END OF THE STICK 
WHEN GROUPED WITH BUSINESSMEN FROM THE GULF, WHERE 
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RETURNS ON INVESTMENT ARE SEEN TO BE SO MUCH HIGHER. 

ANOTHER REASON FOR MOROCCANS NOT WISHING TO BE GROUPED 
TOGETHER WITH ALL THE ARABS IS THEIR HELPFUL POSTURE 
WITH REGARD TO THE ARAB BOYCOTT. SINCE MOROCCO DOES 
NOT RPT NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE BOYCOTT, MOROCCANS PREFER 
TO AVOID INVOLVEMENT IN DISCUSSIONS OF BOYCOTT WHICH LIKELY 
TO BE MAJOR TOPIC WITH LARGER GROUP. END FYI. 
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3. WE HAVE AGAIN STRESSED TO MOROCCAN CHAMBER NEED 
OF THEIR PROVIDING US WITH INDIVIDUAL NAMES AND INFOR- 
MATION ON THEIR SPECIAL INTERESTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
WOULD APPRECIATE, HOWEVER, YOUR UNDERTAKING AS MUCH 
ADVANCE PLANNING AS POSSIBLE. MOROCCAN CHAMBER PLANS 
TRIP ORGANIZATION MEETING ABOUT APRIL 3. IT WILL BE 
EXTREMELY USEFUL IF WE ARE ABLE TO GIVE THEM GENERAL 
OUTLINE OF ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR THEIR STAY IN THE UNITED 
STATES PRIOR TO THEIR MEETING. MONIO 
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